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Science for grace to contribute to the happiness of another,
obtains that for which it asks?* Nevertheless, in 1801 she finally
left the worthy Baron, and if God blessed him after that, it
must have been in other ways.
Her conversion occurred in 1805, when she was staying with
her mother hi Riga. A young man who was in love with her took
off his hat to her, and instantly dropped dead. This made her
profoundly unhappy, from the thought that it might have hap-
pened to her. Before long, however, noticing that her shoemaker
looked happy, she asked him why, and he said it was because he
was a Moravian Brother and given to reading the Bible. She
tried his recipe and found it a success. 'You have no notion,'
she writes, *of the happiness which I gain from this holy and
sublime faith. . . . Love, ambition, success, seem to me mere
folly; exaggerated affections, even when lawful, seem to me as
nothing compared to the pure and celestial happiness which
comes from on high.*
The opportunity which gave her a place in history came after
she had been living a religious life for ten years. Having a
premonition that she was destined to meet her Tsar, she settled,
in the spring of 1815, in a village on the road from Vienna to
the Russian army. At last, on the fourth of June, as Alexander
was hurrying from the Congress to place himself at the head of
his troops, he found himself one evening at Heilbronn, close to
where she was staying. He had heard much of her, but did not
know that she was in the neighbourhood. Too weary to read,
too troubled to sleep, he remembered what he had been told
about her, and wished for an opportunity to make her acquain-
tance. At this moment she was announced.
She wasted no time. She told him that he was a sinner, that
he had not yet sufficiently humbled himself before God, that she
also bad been a great sinner, but that she had found pardon for
her sins at the foot of the Cross of Christ, Alexander replied:
*You have made me discover things in myself which I had never
seen. I give thanks for it to God; but I feel the want of many
such conversations, and I beg of you not to go far away.* She
obeyed the Imperial commands, and throughout the succeeding
months was never far distant from her august penitent.
The offspring of their virtue was the Holy Alliance. This
curious document was drawn up by Alexander in September
2815, asd was intended to embody the application to politics of
the great religious truths which he had learnt from the Baroness.